The American Legion Celebrates its Centennial
The American Legion, largest organization of war veterans in history, was born at a caucus of the
First Expeditionary Force (AEF) in Paris, France, March 15 to 17, 1919. It is the only major
American veterans association organized overseas by fighting men and women. From its inception
at that Paris Caucus of weary, homesick members of the AEF at the Cirque de Paris in 1919,
through 100 years of peace and war, The American Legion continues its devotion to God and
Country. Following World War I, its founders sought to a) create a fraternity based upon firm
comradeship born of war service and dedicated to a square deal for all veterans, particularly the
disabled, their widows and orphans; b) provide for United States’ national security to include a
universal military training program for the prevention of future world conflicts; and, 3) Promote
100 per cent Americanism to combat communism, Nazism, fascism, socialism and all other forms
of foreignisms.
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. (the son of 26th U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt and a Lieutenant
Colonel in the First Division) was one of the first to propose a World War veterans’ organization
dedicated to service the community, state and nation. He helped organize the Paris Caucus in
France and called to order a second caucus on May 8 – 10 in St. Louis, Missouri. As a result of his
service, he won the affectionate title “Father of The American Legion.”
The distinction of naming the new organization went to Maurice K. Gordon, then a major in the
36th Division and later a judge in Madisonville, Kentucky. When a controversy developed over
the name, it was Gordon who made the successful motion to name the infant group The American
Legion.
Following the St. Louis Caucus, the work to form a nation-wide organization proceeded rapidly
with its first temporary office in New York City. On September 16, 1919, the United States
Congress chartered The American Legion, and thus gave official sanction to its previously adopted
Constitution in St. Louis.
On Saturday, June 29th, The Department of North Dakota American Legion is setting aside one
day during its 2019 Department Convention (held at the Grand Forks Alerus Convention Center),
to celebrate 100 years of service to our nation and community with a series of events entitled
“Patriotism in the Park.” The day’s events include opening ceremonies, parade, outdoor displays,
information booths, and exhibition American Legion Baseball Games.
The schedule of events are as follows:
• Opening Ceremonies at Williamson Park: 9:00 am
• Parade (ending at Williamson Park): Immediately following Opening Ceremonies
• Entertainment/Displays in Williamson Park: 10:00 – 5:00 pm
• Entertainment/Information Booths Gambucci Arena: 10:00 – 5:00 pm
• American Legion Baseball Games at Kraft Field: 12:00 – 5:00 pm
• Operation Dumbo Drop Movie in Gambucci Arena: 6:00 pm
More information about this event is listed at www.grandforksamericanlegionpost6.org.
Point of contact for these events is Grand Forks American Legion Post Commander Bob Greene
at (218) 230-4101 or Bob.NDAL@Yahoo.com.

